instances where the fundus has been examined during the attack are, however, few in number.
The duration of such attacks varies very greatly, from a few minutes to hours or even days. It is in the more prolonged attacks, naturally, that opportunities for examination have usually occurred, and it is on their character, therefore, that our ideas of the appearances to be observed are chiefly based.
Of these cases the most recent with which I am acquainted, and that most fully described, is one reported by Wagenmann (2) , who fully discusses the subject and gives many references to the previous literature.
His patient was a gentleman of 69, who had for two months had frequent attacks of total or partial loss of sight in the right eye, lasting from some minutes to a few hours. In the total attack which was observed, the retinal arteries were found quite empty, and the veins reduced in calibre. After ten minutes, the arteries showed a thin red line of blood within half an hour they had resumed their normal appearance, and the sight had returned to its usual condition. May we not hope that farther observation of the anomalies of the retinal circulation will help us to a better understanding of the processes of blood-supply throughout the body ?
